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ELEMENTARY METEOIOLOGY.

more marked. Diurnal range is entirely absent in the
Polar Kegions, while the sun is below the horizon, as
the curve for Boothia Felix shows. In the temperate
zone it is greatest about the time of the equinoxes,
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for   then the days  and nights  are nearly  equal in
length.

The course of the curve of yearly temperature is
governed by the same principles as the curve of daily
temperature; the highest point does not coincide with
the epoch of the greatest meridian altitude of the sun,
but falls at a later period. Accordingly in these lati-
tudes the hottest period is the end of July, as we have
seen from the chrono-isothermal diagram for Greenwich
(p. 48) 5 but the actual form of the annual curve, like